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It is clear that everything produced must have an immediate cause which produced it; that cause again
a cause, and so on, till the First Cause, viz., the will and decree of God is reached. The prophets
therefore omit sometimes the intermediate causes, and ascribe the production of an individual thing
directly to God, saying that God has made it. This method is well known, and we, as well as others of
those who seek the truth, have explained it; it is the belief of our co-religionists. After having heard
this remark, listen to what I will explain in this chapter; direct your special attention to it more than
you have done to the other chapters of this part. It is this: As regards the immediate causes of things
produced, it makes no difference whether these causes consist in substances, physical properties,
freewill, or chance. By freewill I mean that of man — or even in the will of another living being. The
prophets [omit them and] ascribe the production directly to God and use such phrases as, God has
done it, commanded it, or said it: in all such cases the verbs "to say," "to speak," "to command," "to
call," and "to send" are employed. What I desired to state in this chapter is this: According to the
hypothesis and theory accepted, it is God that gave will to dumb animals, freewill to the human being,
and natural properties to everything; and as accidents originate in the redundancy of some natural
force, as has been explained [by Aristotle] and are mostly the result of the combined action of nature,
desire, and freewill: it can consequently be said of everything which is produced by any of these
causes, that God commanded that it should be made, or said that it should be so.
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