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The Guide of the Perplexed II1:47

As for His dictum, may He be exalted, Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy, for I am
holy, it does not apply at all to uncleanness and cleanness. Siphra states literally: This
concerns sanctification by the commandments, they also say of His dictum, Ye shall be holy,
that this concerns sanctification by the commandments. For this reason, transgression of the
commandments is also called uncleanness. This expression is used with regard to the mothers
and roots of the commandments, namely, [the commandments concerning] idolatry, incest,
and shedding of blood. With regard to idolatry it says: Because he hath given of his seed unto
Molech to render unclean My Sanctuary. And with regard to incest it says: Do not make
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yourself unclean with all these things, and so on. And with regard to shedding of blood it
says: You shall not make unclean the land, and so on. It therefore has become clean that the
term uncleanness is used equivocally in three different senses: It is used of disobedience and
of transgression of commandments concerning action or opinion; it is used of dirt and filth, |
Her uncleanness is in her skirts; and it is used according to these fancied notions, I refer to
touching or carrying certain things or to being under the same roof with certain things. With
reference to this last sense, we say: The words of the Torah are not subject to becoming
unclean. Similarly, the term holiness is used equivocally in three senses opposed to those
three senses.
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