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R. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, The Rav Speaks: Five Addresses (2002), pp. 35-36
[ was not born into a Zionist household. My parents’ ancestors, my father’s

house, my teachers and colleagues were far from the Mizrachi religious
Zionists. They too held “why meddle in the secrets of the Merciful one?”....
If [ now 1dentify with the Mizrachi, against my family tradition, it is only
because, as previously clarified, I feel that Divine Providence ruled like
“Joseph” and against his brothers [1.e. anti-Zionists]; that He employs secular
Jews as instruments to bring to fruition His great plans regarding the land of
Israel. I also believe that there would be no place for Torah in Israel today
were it not for the Mizrachi. I built an altar upon which I sacrificed sleepless
nights, doubts and reservations. Regardless, the years of the Hitlerian
holocaust, the establishment of the State of Israel, and the accomplishments
of the Mizrachi in the land of Israel, convinced me of the correctness of our
movement’s path.
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