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Maimonides, The Guide for the Perplexed 11:45

The first degree of prophecy consists in the divine assistance which is given to a person, and
induces and encourages him to do something good and grand, e.g., to deliver a congregation of
good men from the hands of evildoers; to save one noble person, or to bring happiness to a
large number of people; he finds in himself the cause that moves and urges him to this deed.
This degree of divine influence is called “the spirit of the Lord”; and of the person who is under
that influence we say that the spirit of the L.ord came upon him, clothed him, or rested upon
him, or the Lord was with him, and the like. All the judges of Israel possessed this degree, for
the following general statement is made concerning them: “The Lord raised up judges for them;
and the Lord was with the judge, and he saved them” (Judges ii. 18). Also all the noble chiefs of
Israel belonged to this class. The same is distinctly stated concerning some of the judges and the
kings: “The spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah” (ibid. xi. 29); of Samson it is said, “The
spirit of the Lord came upon him” (ibid. xiv. 19); “And the spirit of the Lord came upon Saul
when he heard those words” (1 Sam. xi. 6). When Amasa was moved by the holy spirit to assist
David, “A spirit clothed Amasa, who was chief of the captains, and he said, Thine are we,
David,” etc.(1 Chron. xii. 18). This faculty was always possessed by Moses from the time he had
attained the age of manhood: it moved him to slay the Egyptian, and to prevent evil from the
two men that quarrelled; it was so strong that, after he had fled from Egypt out of fear, and
arrived in Midian, a trembling stranger, he could not restrain himself from interfering when he
saw wrong being done; he could not bear it. Comp. “And Moses rose and saved them” (Exod.
ii. 17). David likewise was filled with this spirit, when he was anointed with the oil of anointing.
Comp. “And the spirit of God came upon David from that day and upward” (1 Sam. xvi. 13).
He thus conquered the lion and the bear and the Philistine, and accomplished similar tasks, by
this very spirit. This faculty did not cause any of the above-named persons to speak on a certain
subject, for it only aims at encouraging the person who possesses it to action; it does not
encourage him to do everything, but only to help either a distinguished man or a whole
congregation when oppressed, or to do something that leads to that end. Just as not all who
have a true dream are prophets, so it cannot be said of every one who is assisted in a certain
undertaking, as in the acquisition of property, or of some other personal advantage, that the
spirit of the Lord came upon him, or that the Lord was with him, or that he performed his
actions by the holy spirit. We only apply such phrases to those who have accomplished
something very good and grand, or something that leads to that end; e.g., the success of Joseph
in the house of the Egyptian, which was the first cause leading evidently to great events that
occurred subsequently.



